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Construction Waste Composition and Quantity Estimat e

Construction Material

Average Percentage 
of Construction 
Material Wasted

Approximate quantity of 
construction waste to go to 

landfill (tonnes)
Brick 12% 300
Tile 7% 175
Plasterboard 5% 125
Timber 8% 200
Concrete 11% 275
Steel 3% 75
Fibre cement 2% 50
Plastic 2% 50
Soil 50% Disposed of on site �
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MUNICIPAL SOILD WASTE

Household recyclable material
Average Queensland Waste 
Recovered by Councils for 
Recycling kg/person/year

Approximate Waste 
Recovered by Far North 

Shire Councils for Recycling 
kg/person/year

Approximate Quantity of 
recyclabe waste to be 

poduced by the proposed 
Ella Bay development       

tonnes / year

Domestic paper 28.8 1.2 3.4

Glass 11.4 4.5 12.6

Cardboard 4.7 1.8 5.0

Steel cans 1.4 1.15 3.2

HDPE 1.1 1.1 3.1

PET 1 0.55 1.5

Other/mixed plastics 0.8 0.47 1.3

Aluminium cans 0.6 0.98 2.7

Liquid paperboard 0.01 0.25 0.7

Total 49.8 12 33.6 �
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SECONDARY WASTE

Type of waste

 Average Quantity of 
Secondary Waste 

Generated in 
Queensland 2004-

2005 kg/person/year

Average Queensland 
Percentage of 

Secondary Waste 
Recovered

Average Far North 
Percentage of 

Secondary Waste 
Recovered

Approximate Far 
North Secondary 
Waste to landfill 
kg/person/year

Construction & demolition 108 32% 24% 82.08

Commercial & industrial 120 5% 0% 120

Green & organic 180 93% 83% 30.6

Biosolids 11 82% 98% 0.22 ��
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